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all mass activity, even if it involves self-ostracism. We have still
many hartals to go through. Let Delhi, Nagpur and other places
beware. I would advise them not to have any hartals at all, if
they cannot, with certainty, avoid the disgraceful scenes enacted
in Bombay and unfortunately repeated in Madras. I hope that
the Madras Congress Committee will sift the matter thoroughly
and take all the blame that attaches to it. After the frightful
experience of Bombay, Madras should have been fully insured
against all risk of mob violence. Mr. Rajagopalan's letter is forti-
fied with another from an active non-co-operator. As he makes
detailed charges giving names, I simply content myself with giv-
ing a few extracts. The writer says:
An eye-witness to the mad excesses of that day, I shall be false to
my creed of non-violence if I do not deplore the hartal as a miserable
failure. The racial bitterness of the Puliantope days has revived. You
have probably read the bitter speeches of the "non-Brahmin" leaders in
their confederation. At a time when you are straining your every nerve
to bring the Moderates round to your point of view, we in Madras have
succeeded in widening the gulf between us and the non-Brahmins on the
one hand, and the Adi Dravidas on the other. The least that we can do
by way of reparation is a frank confession of our weakness, and a religious
endeavour from now to promote inter-communal unity, specially between
the Panchamas and others.
I do not hesitate to criticize the Government for sparing
neither man, woman nor child. But the Government have no
creed of non-violence to fetter their discretion. Their creed is
terrorism in the last resort. But non-co-operators have to be above
suspicion. Madras leaves much to be desired if the two letters
referred to by me at all tell a true story, I have little doubt
that it is in the main true. The non-co-operators and their
friends have certainly not left man, woman or child free from their
unholy attention. It was a bad augury of swaraj to have interfered
with women, to have molested the poor scout boys, and other-
wise played havoc with the liberty of the people, no matter
how provoking their participation in the welcome to the Prince
was.
We have more to fear from ourselves than from the violence
or mistakes of the Government. The latter, if we use them aright,
do us good, as they have already. Our own violence or untruth
will be veritable death for us. If we are not able to set our own
house in order, we shall certainly destroy ourselves. Non-co-ope-
ration will be a byword of execration and reproach.